Byzantine Athens
During the first Byzantine years Athens loses its grandeur and passes into obscurity and suffered
from raids of bandits and they loot its treasures. The city struggled to survive while the decline and
introversion are so intense that the references to the sources are scarce. The Parthenon, like most
of the ancient temples, is converted into a Christian one. From the 10th to the 12th century Athens
flourishes again and becomes an important commercial centre. That’s when all the important
Byzantine churches that survive to the present day all over the centre of the city were built. Then,
Athens passes once again a dark period until the liberation from the Turks.

1. Catholicon of the Petraki Monastery
At the Kolonaki district, among the modern
buildings, emerges the catholicon of the Monastery
of Asomatoi Taxiarches, known as the catholicon of
the Petraki Monastery.

2.5 Km / 31mins

2. Church of Agioi Anargyroi (Metochi of the Holy Sepulcher)
The church of Agioi Anargyroi, more known as
the Metochi of the Holy Sepulcher, with its
picturesque courtyard and the nearby simple
neoclassical building, the seat of the Exarchia of
the Holy Sepulcher, is one of the most beautiful
spots in Plaka, which is closely related to the
celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, since here
is the first place that the Holy Light arrives each
year from Jerusalem.
163 m / 2mins

3. Church of Panagia Chrysokastriotissa
At the picturesque district of Plaka is the church of
Panagia Chrysokastriotissa.

427 m / 4mins

4. Church of Panagia Pantanassa
At one of the busiest spots of Athens, at the
Monastiraki square, is one of the oldest and lesser
known churches in the city, dedicated to Panagia
Pantanassa.

666 m / 7mins

5. Church of Agioi Asomatoi, Thiseio
The church of Agioi Asomatoi is located at the
district of Theission and more specifically at the
end of the most commercial street of Athens, at
Ermou street.

1.2 Km / 15mins

6. Church of Agios Georgios Karytsis
At the commercial centre of Athens, at the square
with the same name, is the church of Agios
Georgios Karytsis, surrounded by buildings that are
related to the intellectual and artistic life of the city.

741 m / 8mins

7. Kapnikarea
The Byzantine church of Isodia tis Theotokou,
known as Kapnikarea, is located at Ermou street,
the most commercial street of the capital.

543 m / 8mins

8. Church of Metamorphosis Sotiros
At the picturesque district of the Anafiotika in Plaka
is the beautiful, small church of Metamorphosis
Sotiros (Transfiguration of Christ).

